Where  do  I go  from  here? 


So  what  now?  Some  who  are  ready  to  graduate 
this  year  with  no  definite  plans  for  the  future  may 
now  be  pondering  this  question  as  that  all-important 
time  draws  closer  and  closer.  Suddenly,  winning  the 
big  game  on  Saturday  or  getting  a research  paper 
done  seems  trivial  in  comparison  to  your  next  big 
challenge  — deciding  what  to  do  with  the  rest  of  your 
life. 

Many  people  have  stared  in  the  mirror  asking 
themselves  about  the  future.  Many  in  high  school 
choose  work  or  college,  while  many  in  college  choose 
careers.  But  whether  in  high  school  or  college,  the 
military  may  offer  yet  another  option.  Some  go  to 
college  first,  and  then  join,  while  others  join  right 
after  high  school,  going  to  college  in  their  off-duty 
time. 

We  attempt  to  show  you  the  opportunities,  benefits 
and  satisfaction  of  military  service  through  our  own 
people’s  stories.  We  also  try  to  give  you  an  objective 
look  at  some  of  the  unique  jobs  and  units  in  which 
our  people  often  find  themselves  after  joining  the 
ranks. 

While  our  focus  is  on  the  Navy  this  month,  we 
have  a wide  variety  of  stories  as  always  from  all  the 
services. 

Our  lead  story  focuses  on  one  of  the  Navy’s 
newest  additions  — a carrier  commissioned  just  this 
summer  that  really  brings  the  service  into  the  next 
century.  We  also  feature  a Navy  Landing  Craft  Air 
Cushion  mechanic,  who  ensures  troops  make  it  from 


ship  to  shore.  Last  but  not  least,  we  feature  a Navy 
mess  management  specialist  from  the  USS  Bataan, 
who  once  served  as  one  of  the  cook’s  for  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

We  feature  a graphics  artist  from  the  Air  Force 
who  finds  a unique  way  to  occupy  her  off-duty  time 
— archery  on  a very  competitive  level.  Next,  if  one 
of  the  president’s  cooks  wasn’t  enough,  how  about  an 
Air  Force  flight  attendant  who  serves  in  the  same  unit 
that  flies  Air  Force  One? 

How  would  you  like  to  be  asked  to  carry  and 
safeguard  some  of  our  nation’s  most  sensitive  defense 
information?  Our  next  feature  with  an  Army  sergeant 
and  others  in  the  Defense  Courier  Service  may  just 
enlighten  you. 

If  you  never  thought  you’d  become  a babysitter 
for  a bulldog  in  the  military,  read  about  one  Marine 
Corps  unit  that  keeps  one  as  a mascot. 

Finally,  if  you  ever  wondered  how  we  respond  to 
oil  spills  in  our  waterways,  our  Coast  Guard  feature 
will  give  some  answers. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  this  month’s  issue  and  wish  all 
of  you  the  best  of  luck  no  matter  what  you  decide  to 
do. 

f 

SCOTT  P.  CLOUGH,  TSgt 

Managing  Editor 


Profile 

Director 

Lt  Cmdr  Robert  D.  Lee,  USN 

Deputy  Director 

CPT  George  W.  Whitmire,  USA 

Managing  Editor 

TSgt  Scott  Clough,  USAF 

Army  Editor 

SGT.  Ramona  E.  Joyce 

Navy  Editor 

.103  Cynthia  Clark,  USN 

Circulation 

SSgt  Thomas  R.  Faw,  USAF 


PROFILE  is  published  monthly 
November  through  April  by  the  DoD  High 
School  News  Service. 

This  magazine  is  designed  to  inform 
young  people  and  career  guidance 
counselors  about  the  benefits, 
opportunities,  privileges  and  programs 
available  in  the  military  services. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  determined 
publication  of  this  periodical  is  necessary 
in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business 
required  by  law  of  this  department.  Funds 
for  printing  this  publication  were  approved 
by  the  Defense  Publications  and  Printing 
Policy  Committee. 


Reproduction  of  articles  and  supporting 
photographs  is  authorized  provided  proper 
credit  is  given.  For  more  information  write: 

DoD  High  School  News  Service 
PROFILE  Magazine 
1877  Dillingham  Blvd. 

Norfolk,  VA  23511-3097 

Phone:  Commercial  (757)  444-2828 

DSN  564-2828 

EMAIL:G  Whitmire@FHTNC.SPEAR.NAVY.MIL 
Profile  Home  Page: 

http://w'ww.spear.navy.mil/profile_magazine 
Third  class  circulation  paid  at  Norfolk, 
Va.,  and  at  an  additional  mailing  office  in 
Pensacola,  Fla. 


Volume  42  Number  4 February  1999 


4 

Welcome 
to  the  fleet 


14 

Oil's  well 
that  ends 
well 


22 

Service  Member  Spotlights 


cover 

USS  Harry  S.  Truman  sits  at  its  new  home  in  Norfolk,  Va., 
on  commissioning  day.  Photo  by  Petty  Officer  3rd  Class 
Cynthia  Clark. 


10  Aiming  high 


Air  Force  archer 

12  Riding  on  air 

Navy  LCAC  mechanic 

16  Flying  into  the 
future 

Air  Force  flight 
attendant 

18  Who’s  coming 
for  dinner? 

Navy  presidential 
steward 


20  Living  the 
dog’s  life 

USMC  dog  trainer 


PROFILE  FEBRUARY  1999 


3 


4 


PROFILE  FEBRUARY  1999 


Welcome 
to  the  fleet 

Story  and  photos  by  Petty  Officer  3rd  Class  Cynthia  Clark,  USN 


A pile  of  metal  is  by  no  means 
an  intimidating  sight.  A 
60,000  ton  pile  of  metal, 
now  that’s  a different  story. 

This  certain  pile  of  metal,  with  more 
than  900  tons  of  modular  segments  and 
one  million  pounds  of  aluminum,  makes 
one  of  the  most  advanced  and  powerful 
peacekeeping  tools  the  world  has  ever 
seen,  the  aircraft  carrier. 

The  USS  Harry  S.  Truman  (CVN  75) 
is  the  newest  carrier  to  join  the  U.S.  Navy. 
A ship  of  this  immense  size  needs  a party 
of  equal  measure  to  welcome  it  to  the 
family. 


It  was  given  just  that.  More  than 
20,000  guests  joined  the  celebration  July 
25. 

President  Bill  Clinton  officially 
welcomed  USS  Truman  to  the  fleet,  the 
first  U.S.  president  in  23  years  to  witness 
the  commissioning  of  a Navy  vessel. 

President  Clinton  spoke  of  the  great 
admiration  Harry  Truman  had  for 
America  and  its  military  forces. 

“...In  1944,  as  a United  States 
senator,  he  spoke  at  the  christening  of  the 
battleship  Missouri,  on  whose  deck  Japan 
surrendered  just  a year  later.  He  felt  a 
lifelong  affection  for  the  ship  known  as 
the  ‘Mighty  Mo,’  and  as  president,  he 


came  to  rely  — as  all  presidents  do  — 
on  the  world’s  greatest  Navy,”  the 
president  said. 

Other  dignitaries  in  attendance 
included  Secretary  of  Defense  William 
Cohen,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  John 
Dalton,  Virginia  Senator  Charles  Robb, 
Missouri  Congressman  Ike  Skelton  and 
Governor  of  Missouri  Mel  Carnahan. 

During  the  massive  ceremony,  the 
visiting  dignitaries  shared  their  positive 
thoughts  on  Truman,  his  ship  and  the 
U.S.  Navy.  High  school  students  from 
Truman’s  home  state  of  Missouri  joined 
forces  with  the  Navy  band  to  provide  a 
variety  of  music  for  the  ceremony. 

The  highlight  of  the  ceremony  was 
when  Commanding  Officer  Capt. 

Thomas  G.  Otterbein,  a native  of  Bad 
Axe,  Mich.,  assumed  command  of  the 
ship.  It  was  ‘brought  to  life’  when  its 
Sailors  ran  from  the  pier,  up  the  brow 
and  lined  up  on  the  edges  of  the  flight 
deck. 

Otterbein’s  first  order  of  business  was 
to  compliment  his  crew. 

“People  who  worry  about  the 
abilities,  dedication  and  moral  health  of 
today’s  youth  need  to  come  aboard  Harry 
S.  Truman  and  watch  her  crew  work,”  he 


Sai'ors  of  the  USS  Harry  S.  Truman  (CVN  75)  stand  guard  over  their  brow. 
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The  edible  version  of  the  USS  Harry  S.  Truman,  provides  plenty  of  cake  for  everyone  at  the  commissioning 
ceremony. 


This  Harry  S.  Truman  look  alike  waves  to 
the  guests  as  they  enter  the  hangar  bay  for 
the  reception. 


The  commissioning  party  gathers  on  the  elevator. 


President  Clinton  looks  on  as  the  Sailors  of  the  USS  Harry  S.  Truman 
rush  to  man  their  positions 
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The  crowd  of  distinguished  visitors  looks  on  as  the  crew  of  USS  Truman  bring  the  ship  to  life. 


said.  “The  qualities  of  hard  work, 
honesty,  integrity  and  moral  courage 
which  made  Harry  S.  Truman  an  enduring 
figure  in  our  nation’s  history  also 
permeate  this  crew.  I’m  proud  to  be  their 
captain.” 

After  the  formal  ceremony,  there  was 
a reception  in  the  great  hangar  bay  of 
CVN  75.  The  Navy  Jazz  Ensemble 
played  while  the  ship’s  cooks  kept  the 
food  served  and  the  drinks  flowing  for  the 
guests.  A cake  shaped  and  decorated  to 
look  like  the  ship  added  to  the  decor  of 
the  day. 

A Harry  Truman  look-alike  stood 
ready  for  pictures  on  a train  display  made 
to  resemble  Truman’s  Whistle  Stop 
Campaign  of  1948.  Guests  were  in  awe 
of  the  static  displays  of  aircraft  on  the 


flight  deck,  giving  them  an  idea  of  what 
the  deck  will  look  like  while  the  ship  is 
deployed. 

The  guests  weren’t  the  only  ones 
impressed  with  the  day’s  events.  The 
ship’s  crew  was  equally  excited. 

They  were  also  happy  to  see  all  of 
their  hard  work  pay  off.  They  spent  many 
long  hours  preparing  for  the  grand  event. 

“It  took  a lot  of  hard  work  and  long 
hours  to  get  here.  It  was  nice  to  see  so 
many  people  show  up,”  said  Airman 
Orlando  Charles. 

USS  Harry  S.  Truman  stands  20 
stories  above  water  level  and  is  1,096  feet 
long.  She  is  powered  by  two  nuclear 
reactors  and  can  reach  speeds  up  to  and 
exceeding  30  knots. 

This  monstrous  vessel  employs  a crew 


of  more  than  5,000  Sailors,  including  air 
wing  personnel.  It  will  deploy  with  more 
than  80  aircraft,  including  F/A-18  Hornet 
strike  fighters,  F-14  Tomcat  fighters  and 
SH-60B  Seahawk  helicopters. 

The  ship,  homeported  in  Norfolk,  Va., 
is  scheduled  to  make  its  first  deployment 
in  late  2000. 

As  President  Clinton  mentioned  in  his 
eloquent  speech,  in  1913  a young 
Missouri  farmer  named  Harry  Truman 
wrote  his  sweetheart  and  future  wife, 
Bess,  with  the  words,  “My  ship’s  going 
to  come  in  yet.” 

The  president  went  on  to  say,  “We  all 
know  that  Harry  Truman  was  a man  of 
his  word.  It  took  85  years,  but  here  on 
July  25,  1998,  Harry  Truman’s  ship  has 
come  in.” 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Navy  call  1-800-USA-NAVY  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.navyjobs.com 
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Attention!  The  Defense  Courier  Service  seeks 
qualified  applicants  to  serve  as  couriers  for  the 
U.S.  government. 

What  is  the  Defense  Courier  Service?  That  is  a mystery  to  a 
lot  of  people. 

When  you  hear  defense  courier,  you  think  of  a government 
agent  handcuffed  to  a brief  case  filled  with  secret  documents. 
With  a nickel-plated  Barretta  strapped  to  his  side,  he  whisks  off 
on  a 747  to  Paris  watchful  of  predators  who’d  dare  to  challenge 
him  for  the  secret  contents  of  the  case. 

The  Defense  Courier  Service  is  not  the  covert  operation  that 
some  may  dream  it  to  be.  As  you  unravel  the  mystery  you’ll 
find  that  defense  couriers  are  ordinary  people  doing  a not  so 
ordinary  kind  of  job. 

“We’re  the  United  Parcel  Service  of  classified,”  said  Lt.  j.g. 
Fungy  Caraballo,  commanding  officer  of  the  Defense  Courier 
Service  at  Norfolk  Naval  Air  Station,  Va.  According  to 
Caraballo,  the  Defense  Courier  Service  provides  courier  support 
to  all  government  and  contracted  civilian  agencies.  Couriers 
only  move  classified  material.  The  term  material  means 
anything  from  classified  documents  to  classified  components. 
The  steps  they  take  to  safeguard  these  materials  is  two  fold. 


According  to  Caraballo,  couriers  aren’t  supposed  to  see  what 
they’re  carrying.  He  said  it  assures  the  customer  that  the 
material  will  not  be  compromised.  Couriers  are  required  to  have 
top  secret  clearance  because  accidents  can  happen. 


Staff  Sergeant  Morris  Hunlen  helps  a customer. 
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Hunlen  prepares  a customer’s  paperwork. 


“We’re  not  looking  to  access  the  material,  but  we  have  the 
clearance  that  will  prevent  further  damage,”  he  said. 

The  Defense  Courier  Service  is  a very  selective 
organization.  Servicemembers  must  reach  a pay  grade  of  E-5 
and  hold  a top  secret  clearance. 

“Everyday  is  different.  I have  a great  group  of  troops,” 
Carabello  said.  “These  guys  are  selected.  We  get  the  cream  of 
the  crop.” 

Army  Staff  Sgt.  Morris  Hunlen  believes  that  being  a courier 
is  a unique  experience  that  most  military  servicemembers  don’t 
get. 

“I  think  that  by  interacting  with  other  services. ..you  can 
learn  about  all  the  other  services,  and  that’s  the  best  part  for 
me,”  said  Hunlen. 

Courier  candidates  undergo  a two-week  training  process  at 
Defense  Courier  University  located  at  Fort  Meade,  Md. 

Where  the  Defense  Courier  Service  is  not  an  adventure  out 
of  an  old  spy  movie,  it  is  an  important,  exciting  part  of  today’s 
military  experience,  that  only  a select  few  have  the  opportunity 
to  encounter. 


Sergeant  First  Class  Margaret  Bolivar  loads  the  documents 
on  the  plane. 


The  pilots  prepare  to  deliver  the  documents. 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Army  call  1-800-USA-ARMY  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.goarmy.com 
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Aiming 

high 

Story  and  photos  by  Petty  Officer  3rd  Class  Margaret  Sills,  USN 


The  old  Air  Force  motto  of 
‘Aim  High’  is  becoming  a 
reality  for  a certain  senior 
airman  who  is  hoping  to  earn  gold  for 
doing  it. 

Senior  Airman  Jamie  McCarrison,  is  a 
graphic  designer  by  trade,  but  an  archer 
at  heart,  striving  for  gold  at  the  2000 
Olympic  games  in  Sydney,  Australia. 

To  achieve  her  goal  she  is 
participating  in  the  Air  Force  World  Class 
Athlete  Program  at  Davis-Monthan  Air 
Force  Base,  Ariz. 

While  serving  for  more  than  three 


McCarrison  prepares  to  shoot  her  next  arrow 


years  in  the  Air  Force  she 
has  been  able  to  spend 
her  spare  time  by 
balancing  her  dedication  c 

o 

for  the  military  and  f 

03 

sharing  it  with  her  y 

passion  for  archery.  § 

This  has  led  McCarrison  J 
to  the  opportunity  of  a | 

<D 

lifetime.  S2 

O 

The  Air  Force’s  « 

WCAP  started  in  1995.  | 

o 

It  is  open  to  active-duty,  s 
Air  National  Guard  and  °- 
Reserve  members  to  train 
for  national  and  international  sporting 
events  leading  to  selections  for  U.S. 
national  teams.  Participants  can  begin 
training  as  early  as  two  years  prior  to  the 
Olympics,  when  training  becomes  their 
full-time  job. 

Early  influences  from  her  parents, 
have  enabled  her  to  take  a medieval  past 
time  and  fine  tune  it. 

“My  father  is  the  primary  person  who 
introduced  me  to  archery.  It  was  both  my 
parents  that  encouraged  me  to  get  into 
archery,”  said  McCarrison.  “It  evolved 
into  a family  event  throughout  my 
childhood  until  I left  for  college.” 

She  even  carried  her  love  for  archery 
to  Atlantic  County  Community  College  in 
Mays  Landing,  N.J.,  where  she  received 
an  associate’s  degree. 

“I  was  active  in  archery  in  college, 
too.  I have  placed  in  several  major 
collegiate  tournaments,”  said  the  5-foot-2- 
inch,  25  year  old. 

While  drafting  graphic  designs  for  the 


Visual  Information  Department, 
Headquarters  Air  Combat  Command,  at 
Langley  Air  Force  Base.  Va.,  the  G.  Ray 
Bodley  High  School  graduate  said  she  is 
just  another  airman  that’s  proud  to  serve 
her  country. 

“I  like  what  I’m  doing,  because  I’m 
able  to  interact  with  people  through 
customer  service  and  learning  people 
skills  becomes  a stepping  stone  to  a future 
job,”  said  McCarrison.  “My  goal  in  the 
Air  Force  is  to  someday  be  in  a position 
of  first  sergeant.  It’s  a long  way  away 
but,  like  archery,  I have  to  stay  focused.” 

McCarrison’s  motivation  and  military 
bearing  are  derived  from  a strong  belief  in 
‘aiming  high.’ 

“I  believe  no  matter  what  you  do,  be  it 
sports  or  whatever,  you  will  get  out  of  it 
what  you  put  in.  That’s  why  I always  try 
to  do  my  best,  no  matter  what,” 
McCarrison  said. 

So,  while  her  aim  was  set  on  training 
for  a possible  shot  at  WCAP  and  maybe 


Senior  Airman  Jamie  McCarrison. 


10 


PROFILE  FEBRUARY  1999 


McCarrison  puts  the  finishing  touches  on  her  latest  assignment. 


the  Olympics,  the  shot  becomes  reality 
vs.  a dream  when  orders  are  cut  and  the 
phone  call  comes  in  and  the  word  is, 
‘you’re  going!’ 

The  Olympic  hopeful  explained,  “I 
have  to  give  the  Air  Force  and  my  current 
command  all  the  credit.  Besides  the  great 
benefits  that  go  with  being  in  the  armed 
forces,  a supportive  chain  of  command 
provided  me  the  capability  to  focus  my 
talents.” 

“I  was  aware  of  an  athletic  program 
through  the  Air  Force  in  1995,  but  by  the 
time  I found  out  about  it  I was  too  late  to 
apply,”  she  added. 

That  all  changed  for  her  last  winter 
when  her  boss  informed  her  that  the 
WCAP  was  accepting  applications  for  the 
Olympics  in  the  year  2000. 

So  she  left  her  computer,  graphic 
programs,  plotting  machines  and  other 


printing  devices  behind  for  an 
opportunity  of  a lifetime. 

While  some  people  go  home  after 
work  and  kick  off  their  shoes  and  grab  a 
few  hours  of  television  or  nap  time,  she’s 
either  outside  in  her  backyard  shooting 
or  at  Fort  Monroe  in  Hampton,  Va., 
practicing.  Last  winter  she  took  her 
sport  indoors  by  participating  in  a 40- 
member  competitive  league  at  a local 
archery  store. 

“The  great  thing  about  this  sport  is 
it’s  family  oriented  and  it  doesn’t 
discriminate  against  age,  height  or 
ability,”  continued  this  Fulton,  N.Y., 
native. 

“My  favorite  thing  about  this  sport  is 
it’s  an  individual  sport  and  I have  to  push 
myself  to  always  better  my  skill.  Just 
like  anything  else  in  life,  it’s  all  about 
how  bad  you  want  it,”  she  explained. 


While  she  normally  pulls  back  35 
pounds  of  resistance  by  drawing  her  bow, 
she  exchanges  that  for  lugging  her  duffel 
bag  to  her  next  assignment  - training  for 
the  Olympics.  While  she  doesn’t 
consider  herself  a pro,  she  has  already 
sought  the  help  of  a professional  coach 
while  in  Arizona. 

Unlike  a pro  who  receives  money 
from  either  endorsements  or  victories, 
McCarrison’s  reward  is  gained  through 
having  a chance  to  train  for  the 
Olympics. 

“That’s  a dream  in  itself.  Knowing 
no  matter  what,  at  this  point  there  will 
never  be  ‘what  ifs,”’  said  McCarrison. 

She  hopes  her  postitve  attitude  will 
not  only  take  her  to  the  Olympics  in 
2000,  but  will  also  help  her  realize  her 
dream  of  someday  becoming  a first 
sergeant. 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Air  Force  call  1-800-423-USAF  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.airforce.com 


PROFILE  FEBRUARY  1999 


11 


Riding  on  air 


Petty  Officer  3rd  Class  Adam  Holland  adjusts  the  fan. 

Story  and  photos  by  Petty  Officer  2nd  Class  Legia  Cohen,  USN 


The  craft  approaches  the 
beach  at  a high  speed, 
seeming  to  defy  gravitational 
and  dynamic  laws.  The  vehicle  can  be 
described  as  a technology-age  ferry  with 
jet  propulsion. 

As  this  futuristic  craft  approaches  the 
beach  to  unload  troops,  it  would  never 
operate  without  the  work  of  Sailors  like 
Petty  Officer  3rd  Class  Adam  Holland  of 
Jefferson,  Ga. 

With  a payload  of  70  tons,  the  Navy’s 
Landing  Craft  Air  Cushion  can  carry 
medical  and  assault  units  and  their 
equipment,  exposing  more  than  70 
percent  of  the  world’s  beaches  to 
amphibious  assault.  LCACs  are  not 
restricted  by  tides,  beach  gradients  or  surf 
conditions  because  the  air  cushion  keeps 
the  craft  hull  four  feet  above  the  water 
surface. 

“Four  gas  turbine  engines  provide 
drive  for  the  propellers  and  push  and  lift 
for  fans,  enabling  the  craft  to  skim  over 
the  water,”  said  Holland. 

Like  a lot  of  people,  Holland  did  not 


have  major  experience  with  engines 
besides  routine  car  oil  changes.  After 
graduating  from  Jefferson  High  School, 
Holland  decided  to  follow  the  example  of 
his  grandfather,  a World  War  II  veteran, 
and  join  the  Navy.  For  six  months, 
Holland  studied  basic  to  advanced 
mechanical  theory  and  applications  at 
Navy  Service  School  Command,  Great 
Lakes,  111. 

Today,  he  performs  mechanical  and 
electrical  maintenance  on  LCACs  at 
Assault  Craft  Unit  Four,  Little  Creek,  Va. 

“Anyone  could  do  what  I do,  as  long 
as  they  are  willing  to  keep  learning.  I’ve 
worked  on  LCACs  for  more  than  three 
years  and  learn  something  every  day,” 
said  Holland. 

Holland’s  unit  operates  from  well- 
decks  of  amphibious  ships.  It  is  capable 
of  transporting  loads  across  the  surf  zone 
to  the  beach  or  any  other  suitable  inland 
off-load  site  as  much  as  100  miles  from 
shore. 

A crew  of  five  people  is  responsible 
for  the  operation  and  defense  of  each 
LCAC.  Developing  such  a versatile  crew 


requires  cross-training  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  craft. 

“Just  because  I’m  a junior  guy 
doesn’t  mean  that  I don’t  know  much.  I 
like  to  prove  myself  and  exceed 
expectations,”  said  Holland. 

In  addition  to  keeping  abreast  of  the 
demands  within  his  specialty,  Holland 
undergoes  annual  qualifications  to 
operate  M-60  machine  guns  and  grenade 
launchers,  which  constitiute  the  craft’s 
defense. 

So  far,  Holland  has  participated  in 
several  exercises  and  one  six-month 
deployment  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

“I  learned  that  the  world  is  a lot 
bigger  than  I thought,”  he  admits.  He 
also  earned  a Humanitarian  Service 
Ribbon  for  supporting  NATO  operations 
in  Albania. 

“Right  now,  some  crafts  are  getting 
ready  to  deploy  to  Puerto  Rico  to  provide 
aid  to  hurricane  victims.  The  scenarios 
where  an  LCAC  can  be  used  are 
numerous,”  said  Holland. 

The  Navy  seems  to  agree  with  him. 
LCAC’s  have  been  involved  in  many 
diverse  operations,  from  amphibious 
landings  in  the  Persian  Gulf  to  forces 
withdrawal  from  Somalia  and  non- 
combatant  evacuations  from  Eritrea. 

Wherever  the  LCAC  is  sent,  Holland 
will  make  sure  that  it  accomplishes  its 
mission. 


Gas  turbine  motors  like  this  one  keep 
the  ship  flying. 
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Holland  makes  necessary  repairs  to  a gas  turbine  motor. 


A Landing  Craft  Air  Cushion  flies  past  the  USS  Kearsarge. 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Navy  call  1-800-USA-NAVY  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.navyjobs.com 
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U S Navy  photo 


Photos  courtesy  of  National  Strike  Force  Public  Affairs  Office 


Lt.  j.g.  Rich  Schultz  of  the  Gulf  Strike  Team  inspects  a 
section  of  containment  boom  off  the  coast  of  Puerto  Rico. 


An  example  of  the  extensive  equipment  used  by  the  NSF. 


Oil’s  well  that 


When  you  hear  National  Strike  Force,  one  might 
think  it’s  another  arm  of  the  drug  enforcement 
agency  or  a part  of  the  Department  of  Defense. 
It  doesn’t  chase  drug  runners  or  fight  wars.  Instead, 
members  of  the  force  stand  ready  around  the  clock  to  face 
another  threat  to  America’s  security,  one  that  could  seriously 
impact  the  marine  environment  — oil  spills. 

The  National  Strike  Force  was  created  in  1973  as  a Coast 
Guard  special  force  under  the  National  Contingency  Plan.  The 
NSF  provides  highly  trained,  experienced  personnel  and 
specialized  equipment  to  Coast  Guard  and  other  federal 
agencies  to  facilitate  response  to  oil  and  hazardous  substance 
pollution  incidents  in  order  to  protect  public  health,  welfare  and 
the  environment. 

There  are  three,  35-member  teams  stationed  throughout  the 
country  designed  to  provide  a valuable  source  of  technical  and 
managerial  expertise  to  federal  on-scene  coordinators 
responding  to  oil  or  hazardous  materials  incidents.  The  Atlantic 
Strike  Team  is  located  at  Fort  Dix,  N.J.,  the  Gulf  Strike  Team  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  the  Pacific  Strike  Team  in  Novato,  Calif.  The 
National  Strike  Force  Coordination  Center  manages  all  three 
teams  out  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.C. 

Response  to  pollution  incidents  is  the  primary  mission  of 
these  teams.  When  a spill  occurs,  the  team  joins  local 
emergency-response  forces  in  eliminating  the  source  of  a spill, 
collecting  and  storing  the  spilled  material,  preventing  impact  to 
sensitive  environmental  areas  and  mitigating  shoreline  impact. 

When  the  teams  aren’t  cleaning  up  spills,  they  train  around 
the  world  in  spill  response  techniques  and  equipment  use  to 
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*nds  well 


evaluate  preparedness.  They  also  identify,  locate  and 
assist  in  the  transportation  of  specialized  equipment 
needed  for  spill  response. 

The  teams  use  various  types  of  equipment  such  as 
containment  barriers,  temporary  storage  containers, 
mobile  command  posts,  hazardous  material  response 
vehicles,  oil  transfer  equipment,  boats,  portable  air 
compressors,  generators,  lighting,  monitoring  and 
communication  equipment,  personnel  protection  gear 
and  photographic  gear. 

The  National  Strike  Force  also  provides  Federal 
On-Scene  Coordinators  (FOSCs)  with  their  many 
areas  of  expertise.  They  also  supervise  workers  at 
spill  sites,  document  financial  information  and  provide 
command,  control  and  communications  support. 

Another  valuable  section  of  the  NSF  is  the  Public 
Information  Assist  Team.  PIATs  are  trained  in  oil  and 
hazardous  response  techniques  and  media  relations, 
which  makes  them  an  important  asset  to  FOSC’s  with 
the  media  interest  generated  by  spill  situations.  They 
arrive  on  scene  with  portable  computer  and 
communications  equipment,  along  with  camera  and 
video  gear  and  can  set  up  field  offices  to  coordinate 
media  relations  anywhere. 

If  at  any  time,  our  planet  is  threatened  by 
pollution,  spills  or  hazardous  materials,  the  National 
Strike  Force  stands  ready  to  protect  our  natural 
resources. 

Story  compiled  by  Petty  Officer  3rd  Class 
Cynthia  Clark,  with  information  and  photos 
provided  by  National  Strike  Force  Public  Affairs. 


The  latest  information  on  chemical  hazards  is  crucial  to  NSF 
responses. 


The  National  Strike  Force  also  assists  in  the  rescue  of  wildlife. 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Coast  Guard  call  1-800-283-8724  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.uscg.mil/jobs 
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Photo  by  Staff  Sgt.  Angela  Stafford 


Staff  Sgt.  Josie  Timms,  an  in-flight  passenger  service  specialist  with  the  1st  Airlift  Squadron  at  Andrews  Air  Force  Base, 
Md.,  serves  lunch  during  the  maiden  flight  of  the  Air  Force’s  first  C-32A  executive  transport  aircraft. 


Flying  into  the  future 


Story  by  Staff  Sgt.  Michael  Dorsey,  AFPS 

Twelve  years  ago,  Staff  Sgt. 
Josie  Timms  had  it  all 
figured  out. 

With  a military  family  background, 
Timms,  a native  of  Irvington,  Ky.,  she 
entered  the  Air  Force  with  her  eyes  wide 
open.  She  enlisted,  wanting  to  see  the 
world  as  a security  police  specialist. 

“I  wanted  a challenging  job,  so  I 
chose  being  a cop,”  Timms  said. 

On  her  first  assignment  she  headed  to 
South  Korea  where  she  was  a law 
enforcement  specialist  for  the  8th  Fighter 
Wing  Security  Police  Squadron  at 
Kunsan  Air  Base.  After  her  one-year 
assignment,  Timms  spent  the  next  nine 
years  at  Andrews.  Then  a funny  thing 
happened. 

“After  10  years,  I started  thinking 
about  the  next  1 0 years  and  whether  I 


wanted  to  continue.  I thought  it  was  time 
to  make  a career  change,”  Timms  said. 

Since  her  first  intent  to  join  the 
military  was  to  travel,  she  applied  for  a 
job  as  a flight  attendant  aboard  special 
airlift  missions.  A friend  had  told  her 
about  the  specialty  five  years  earlier.  She 
was  hired  and  after  two  years  as  an  in- 
flight passenger  service  instructor  with 
the  89th  Airlift  Wing,  the  presidential 
support  unit  that  hosts  Air  Force  One,  she 
hasn’t  looked  back. 

Nor  does  she  intend  to. 

“I  absolutely  love  it,”  said  Timms, 
who  has  already  been  to  every  continent. 
“I  get  to  go  places  around  the  world, 
serving  passengers.  1 would  recommend 
it  from  the  travel  aspect  alone.” 

Though  her  job  involves  making 
menu  selections  and  preparing  and 
serving  meals,  her  safety  responsiblities 


are  primary. 

“My  first  and  main  priority  is  the 
safety  of  the  passengers,”  Timms  said. 
“You  have  to  know  how  to  get 
passengers  off  the  plane,  regardless  of 
the  situation.  On  this  plane,  that  is  the 
first  thing  I looked  at.” 

With  the  acquisition  of  the  safety- 
enhanced  C-32A,  a military  version  of 
the  Boeing  757-200,  Timms’  job  has 
gotten  a little  easier. 

“The  emergency  equipment  is  in 
‘doghouses,’  compartments  behind  the 
forward  and  rear  bulkheads.  So  in  case 
of  an  accident,  I don’t  have  to  go  digging 
for  things,”  Timms  said. 

Presidential  support  flight  attendants 
also  see  similarities  to  their  civilian 
counterparts. 

“You  must  like  dealing  with  people, 
be  willing  to  travel  a lot,  be  flexible,  and 
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you  must  have  a good  support  system,” 
said  Timms  who,  together  with  her 
husband,  raises  their  4-year-old  daughter. 
“Like  any  other  job,  it’s  what  you  make 
of  it.  You  must  have  a clear  picture  in 
your  mind  about  the  job.” 

That  picture  starts  to  take  shape  from 
the  day  airmen  apply  to  become  flight 
attendants.  Applicants  must  submit  a 
package  that  is  carefully  screened.  That 
is  followed  with  a personal  interview. 
Application  requirements  are  listed  in  the 
Special  Category  Guide,  obtained 


through  the  ZEUS  computer  program  or 
through  the  World  Wide  Web  at 
http://maevia.afpc.af.mil/assignments/spe 
cat.htm. 

For  the  final  interview,  applicants  go 
to  Andrews  where  they  can  ask  questions 
directly  to  flight  attendants  in  an 
informal  setting. 

“We  want  to  see  how  well  a person 
interacts  with  people,”  Timms  said. 

Then  comes  the  test  for  handling 
food  in  tight  spots  — essential  for  flight 
attendants  to  master  as  they  learn  how  to 


rotate  entrees  so  they  stay  hot  until 
served.  This  basic  training  is  essential, 
Timms  said,  because  most  flight 
attendants  start  their  careers  in  the  cabin 
before  moving  up  to  the  rear  or  forward 
galley  positions. 

Once  selected,  specialists  may  choose 
one  of  eight  installations,  including 
Andrews,  for  assignment.  But  regardless 
of  location,  Timms  said,  the  sky  is  the 
limit. 


A C-32A  executive  transport  aircraft  from  the  1st  Airlift  Squadron  takes  off. 


U.S.  Air  Force  photo 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Air  Force  call  1-800-423-USAF  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.airforce.com 

For  more  information  on  the  flight  attendant  program,  e-mail  Chief  Master  Sgt.  Susan 
Koch  at  kochs@andrews.af.mil,  or  Senior  Master  Sgt.  Bobbie  Williams  at 
williamsbo@andrews.af.mil. 
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Who’s 

coming 

for  dinner? 


Story  by  Specialist  Joel  Davis,  USA 

Guess  who’s  coming  for  dinner?  What  if  it’s  the 
president?  We’re  not  talking  about  the  president 
of  the  local  boys  club  here,  but  the  president  of 
the  United  States. 

So  what  does  one  fix  for  a hungry  president  after  a long  day 
deciding  the  fate  of  millions? 

Steven  Kiehl  could  tell  you.  He  did  it  for  three  years. 

“I  didn’t  exactly  decide  what  meals  we’d  be  serving.  I 
would  send  about  20  recipes  to  the  White  House  for  the 
president  to  look  over  and  let  him  decide,”  said  Kiehl. 

Navy  Mess  Specialist  1st  Class  Steven  Kiehl,  now  aboard 
the  USS  Bataan,  served  meals  for  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  his  family  from  1993  to  1997  at  Camp  David  (the 
president’s  family  vacation  home).  As  the  president’s  personal 
steward,  he  was  called  on  to  prepare  exquisite  meals  and  service 
at  a moment’s  notice. 

“The  first  time  I met  the  president  my  tongue  felt  like  it 
weighed  five  pounds  and  I couldn’t  even  remember  what  I had 
prepared,”  Kiehl  said.  “I  was  really  scared,  but  it  was  really  the 
president  who  calmed  me  down.  They  made  me  feel  very  much 
at  ease.” 

“One  of  the  biggest  groups  we  ever  had  was  for  Chelsea’s 
birthday.  There  were  about  65  kids  running  around.” 

As  a personal  steward  to  the  president,  it  was  his  job  to 
inform  him  of  new  changes  to  Camp  David. 

Now  as  a member  of  the  USS  Bataan  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  Kiehl 
recalls  the  journey  that  made  him  a piece  of  history. 

“In  high  school  I worked  as  a bus  boy  in  a local  restaurant, 
owned  by  a retired  Navy  cook,”  said  Kiehl.  “One  night  the  chef 
didn’t  show  up  for  work  and  I was  drafted.” 

Three  months  after  graduating  Archbishop  Kennedy  High 
School  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  he  entered  the  Navy  and  studied 
mess  management.  Kiehl  was  then  stationed  aboard  the  USS 
Forrestal. 


Kiehl  researches  for  his  next  meal. 


Photo  by  Specialist  Joel  Davis 


After  attending  barracks  management  and  advanced  food 
preparation  schools,  Kiehl  was  assigned  to  Bethesda  Naval 
Hospital,  Md,  as  a dietician  assistant. 

Sicily,  was  his  next  duty  station  and  where  he  first  heard 
about  the  Camp  David  job.  Kiehl,  his  wife  Jessica,  and 
children.  Matt  and  Marisa,  were  shuttled  off  to  food  and  trade 
shows  in  Bethesda,  the  Academy  de  Cuisine  and  on-the-job 
training  at  five-star  restaurants  in  preparation  for  his  new  high- 
profile  position. 

“I  was  on  cloud  nine,”  Kiehl  said.  “The  president  looked  to 
me  as  a professional  and  as  a member  of  his  team.  I was  able  to 
be  part  of  a president’s  life  and  American  history  that  few 
people  ever  experience.” 

Now,  as  a member  of  the  USS  Bataan,  Kiehl  serves  a crew 
of  nearly  1,000  sailors  and  admits  it’s  quite  a jump  from  serving 
at  Camp  David.  But  he  doesn’t  change  his  professionalism  and 
dedication  to  fine  food  and  service.  Members  of  the  Bataan  are 
glad  he  served  at  Camp  David  because  they  get  a chance  to  taste 
cuisine  presidential  style. 

And  Kiehl  is  happy  because,  well. ..he’s  part  of  history. 
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Petty  Officer  1st  Class  Steven  Kiehl 


Kiehl  re-enlists  with  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Designate  Richard  Danzig. 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Navy  call  1-800-USA-NAVY  or  look  on  the 
internet  at  http://www.navyjobs.com 
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Living 
the  dog’s 
life 


Story  and  photos  by  Lance  Corporal  Charles  E.  Moore,  USMC 


Two  Marines  walk  over  to 

greet  visitors  after  a normal 
summer  parade  held  at  the 
Marine  Corps  Security  Forces  Battalion  in 
Norfolk,  Va.  It  may  seem  strange  that 
these  visitors  would  go  out  of  their  way  to 
meet  Corporal  Yvonne  Adams,  part  of  the 
supply  and  logistics  command,  and  Lance 
Corporal  Bullet,  a part  of  barracks 
security.  What  is  strange  is  that  one  of 
them  is  wearing  a leash. 

Well,  it  may  not  be  that  strange 
considering  that  Bullet  is  in  fact  an 
English  Bulldog  and  the  battalion’s 
mascot. 

The  Marine  Corps  has  a fondness  for 
bulldogs  since  World  War  I.  During  the 
battle  of  Belleau  Wood,  the  Marines 
fought  so  fiercely  that  after  the  Germans 
retreated,  they  said  that  they  had  been 
fighting  “Devil  Dogs.”  Marines  adopted 
the  nickname  and  started  using  bulldogs 
on  their  recruiting  posters.  Lt.  Gen. 
Lewis  B.  “Chesty”  Puller,  considered  to 
be  a hero  by  many  Marines,  started  a 
tradition  of  having  bulldogs  at  Marine 
commands  when  he  started  bringing  his 
bulldog  with  him  everywhere  he  went. 


The  tradition  was  started  at  Marine 
Corps  Security  Forces  Battalion,  Norfolk, 
by  Marine  Corporal  Renee  M.  Jarvis,  an 
administration  clerk  who  volunteered  to 
take  care  of  Bullet  when  he  arrived  two 
years  ago. 

Bullet  was  donated  by  Melissa 
Williams,  a local  bulldog  breeder,  and 
enlisted  in  the  Marine  Corps  in  August 
1996,  according  to  Jarvis. 

“At  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  Bullet 
was  three  months  old  and  weighed  30 
pounds.  Within  two  years,  Bullet  reached 
71  pounds,”  Jarvis  said. 

His  hobbies  include  sleeping,  playing 
soccer  or  football  and  eating.  Jarvis  said 
everyone  calls  his  favorite  doggie  treats 
“cookies.” 

Even  though  Bullet  may  seem  to  be 
living  the  ‘dog’s  life’,  he  does  have  a job 
to  do.  One  of  his  first  official  duties  was 
to  attend  obedience  school,  or 
disobedience  school,  Jarvis  said.  Bullet 
seemed  to  pay  attention. ..just  not  to  the 
lessons. 

“He  flirted  with  the  girls!”  she  said. 

Even  though  Bullet  didn’t  get  a 
girlfriend,  he  did  complete  obedience 


school  and  was  assigned  to  complement 
the  barracks  security.  He  was  given  a 
dog  house  at  the  entrance  of  the  Marine 
Security  Force  barracks,  two  uniforms 


Bullet  assists  in  his  job  to  guard  the 
Marine  barracks. 
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He  normally  doesn’t  wear  the 
uniforms,  but  he  does  have  a set  of 
camouflage  utilities  for  special  occasions, 
and  a set  of  Marine  dress  blues  for 
summer  parades  and  when  dignitaries 
visit.  He’s  even  earned  a Certificate  of 
Commendation  for  the  level  of  excellence 
at  which  he  performs  his  duties. 

Through  word  of  mouth,  and  his 
appearances  at  the  summer  parades, 
Bullet’s  popularity  has  soared.  According 
to  Jarvis,  people  will  come  to  the  barracks 
just  to  see  Bullet. 

“Bullet  loves  the  attention  he  gets, 
he’s  just  a big  sap,”  she  said. 

Bullet  seems  to  have  tugged  at  the 
heart  strings  of  the  entire  battalion, 
according  to  Jarvis.  She  said  even  though 
many  of  the  Marines  there  may  not  have 
cared  for  Bullet  at  first,  they  have 
warmed  up  to  him. 

“He’s  pretty  much  the  pride  and  joy  of 
this  command.  Ask  anyone  about  Bullet 
and  they’ll  go  crazy,”  Jarvis  said. 


Jarvis  said  she  and  Bullet  have  grown 
pretty  close.  She  refers  to  him  as  her  “big 
baby”  and  said  she  would  do  anything  she 
could  for  him. 

About  two  years  ago,  Bullet  had  to 
have  surgery  on  his  feet.  When  he 
returned,  he  had  bandages  on  his  feet  that 
needed  to  be  changed  periodically. 
Because  Bullet  would  only  let  Jarvis 
change  them,  she  chose  to  stay  at  the 
barracks  with  Bullet  for  two  weeks  while 
Bullet  healed. 

In  August,  Jarvis  relinquished 
command  of  Bullet.  She  said  that  she 
cried  hard  after  the  change  of  command 
ceremony. 

“He’s  been  like  my  son  for  two 
years,”  she  said. 

Now  he’s  Adams’  son,  and  Bullet  is 
starting  to  warm  up  to  her,  she  said. 

When  the  sun  sets  on  the  Marine 
Corps  Security  Forces  Battalion  in 
Norfolk,  Bullet  will  be  looking  out  for  his 
fellow  Marines. 


Bullet  gets  suited  up. 


For  more  information  about  jobs  in  the  Marine  Corps  call  1-800-MARINES  or  look  on 
the  internet  at  http://www.marines.com 
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Service  Member 


NAME:  Alvin  Not  Afraid,  Corporal 

DUTY  LOCATION:  15th  Marine  Expeditionary  Unit, 
Camp  Pendleton,  Calif. 

HOMETOWN:  Lodge  Grass,  Mont. 

HIGH  SCHOOL:  Hardin 

JOB  DESCRIPTION.  Barber 

BEST  PART  OF  THE  JOB:  “Getting  to  see  different 
aspects  of  the  Marine  Corps  because  of  my  job.” 

ACHIEVEMENTS:  Meritorious  Unit  Commendation 
Medal  and  Good  Conduct  Medal. 

TRAVEL:  Hong  Kong,  North  Carolina,  Singapore  and 
the  United  Arab  Emirates 


FAVORITE  ASSIGNMENT:  Camp  Pendleton 
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NAME:  Joseph  Baxter,  Petty  Officer  1st  Clas 
DUTY  LOCATION:  USS  Mahan,  Norfolk,  Va. 
HOMETOWN:  Bayou  La  Batre,  Ala. 

HIGH  SCHOOL:  P.F.  Alba 

JOB  DESCRIPTION.  Master  at  arms 

BEST  PART  OF  THE  JOB:  “Knowing  my  jo 
important  one.” 

ACHIEVEMENTS:  Good  Conduct  Medal 
TRAVEL:  Middle  East  and  Virginia 
FAVORITE  ASSIGNMENT:  USS  Mahan 
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NAME:  Todd  Crosby,  Master  Sergeant 

DUTY  LOCATION:  1st  Security  Police,  Langley  Air 
Force  Base,  Hampton,  Va. 

HOMETOWN:  Youngstown,  Ohio 

HIGH  SCHOOL:  Boardman 
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I JOB  DESCRIPTION:  Security  policeman 

BEST  PART  OF  THE  JOB:  “The  diversity,  the 
different  situations,  people  and  places.” 

ACHIEVEMENTS:  Air  Force  Commendation  Medal 

B TRAVEL:  Sicily,  Germany  and  Italy 

FAVORITE  ASSIGNMENT:  Comiso  Air  Station,  Sicily 
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NAME:  Keith  Cline,  Sergeant 

DUTY  LOCATION:  Fort  Eustis  Provost  Marshal’s 
Office 

HOMETOWN:  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

HIGH  SCHOOL:  Duncan  U.  Fletcher  Sr.  High  School 

JOB  DESCRIPTION:  Coordinates  law  enforcement 
activities  for  major  community  events  during  the  year 

BEST  PART  OF  THE  JOB:  “Involvement  with  the 
community.” 

ACHIEVEMENTS:  Defense  Meritorious  Service 
Medal  and  three  Army  Commendation  Medal 

TRAVEL:  Cuba,  Germany,  Romania  and  Turkey 

FAVORITE  ASSIGNMENT:  Izmir  Air  Station,  Turkey 
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